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preparedness for war and of striking quick blows in
rapid succession once war was begun. With the
enthusiastic candor which characterizes him, he de-
clared that I ought to have the Asiatic Squadron.
He asked me if I had any political influence. I ex-
pressed a natural disinclination to use it. He agreed
with the correctness of my view as an officer, but
this was a situation where it must be used in self-
defence. One letter from an influential source in
favor of Howell had already been received by the
department.

"I want you to go/' Mr. Roosevelt declared.
"You are the man who will be equal to the emer-
gency if one arises. Do you know any senators?"

My heart was set on having the Asiatic Squadron.
It seemed to me that we were inevitably drifting into
a war with Spain. In command of an efficient force
in the Far East, with a free hand to act in conse-
quence of being so far away from Washington, I
could strike promptly and successfully at the Span-
ish force in the Philippines.

"Senator Proctor is from my State/' I said to
Mr. Roosevelt. "He is an old friend of the family,
and my father was of service to him when he was a
young man."

"You could not have a better sponsor," Mr.
Roosevelt exclaimed. "Lose no time in having him
speak a word for you."

I went immediately to see Senator Proctor, who trials of the
